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Recently in Mark’s Gospel we heard Jesus ask, “Who do you say that I am?” and today, 

Jesus asks, "What do you wish me to do for you?"  These questions are as relevant for us today, 

as they were when Jesus first asked them.  Jesus’ question, "What do you wish me to do for 

you?" takes me back to a memory of a story told by my middle school music teacher. 

My teacher told our class about when he was about 10 years old, he and some friends 

went to see a movie – a color movie.  This was during World War II.  To us kids in the 1970s, 

we thought, what’s the big deal about seeing a color movie? 

Well, he had only seen black and white movies prior to that day.  He had never seen a 

color movie.  The movie was The Wizard of Oz.  So, imagine this … 

Some 10-year-old boys sit down in a dark theater to watch a fantasy movie, and for the 

first time; a movie with color.  The movie begins with Dorothy, the main character, on a farm in 

Kansas; and the movie is in black and white.  … What’s this?!  Can you imagine what these boys 

were thinking?  A movie about a girl on a farm in Kansas; and the movie isn’t in color, it’s black 

and white. 

But then about 15 minutes into the movie, Dorothy gets up from her bed and walks to the 

door, wondering how bad the storm damage was going to look outside, … and she open the door 

and finds herself in the land of Oz.  And with Dorothy’s first view of Oz, the big screen switched 

from black and white to Technicolor. 

Can you imagine how those boys must have reacted, when they saw the land of Oz on the 

big screen … in color?  How much more incredible will our first experience of the unimaginable 

awesomeness of heaven be, when we leave this, relatively speaking, grayscale world! 

Why did my teacher’s story about The Wizard of Oz come to my mind with today’s 

readings?  I think partly because the characters in the movie wanted to ask the wizard to do 

something for each of them; and in the Gospel, James and John asked (or really told) Jesus to do 

something for them.  Jesus asks, "What do you wish me to do for you?"  …  

I think the characters in the movie asked for better things than Jesus’ disciples asked for.  

The Tin Woodman wanted a heart (and the qualities that come from having a good heart).  The 

Cowardly Lion, he wanted courage.  The Scarecrow wanted brains (or I would say wisdom); and 

Dorothy wished to be home with her family again.  The disciples James and John, they wished 

for positions of prominence and authority over others. 
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 If you’ve seen The Wizard of Oz, remember when the characters finally had their 

opportunity to approach the wizard and tell him what they wished for how terrified they were, 

especially the cowardly lion? 

 We should not be afraid to pray and speak with God; or go to the Sacrament of 

Confession.  St. Paul tells us today to “approach the throne of grace confidently.” 

In response to James and John’s wish, today’s gospel concludes with a lesson Jesus gives 

to his disciples, and to each of us, about the great importance of serving others.  Being a 

Christian consists of imitating Christ, the servant.  As Christians we are challenged to imitate his 

every word and deed.  Jesus’ teachings constantly appealed to forget self and live for others. 

We learn how to serve, only when we are close to Christ.  Only in prayer, and through 

prayer, do we learn to serve others.  Prayer gives us the strength and the humility we need to 

serve others. 

When we practice a life of service, we will be blessed to find Jesus in our midst.  He told 

us, “…truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”  

[Matthew 25:40] Serving others draws us closer to Christ. 

Jesus asks you, “What do you wish me to do for you?”  … The final words we heard in St. 

Paul’s letter today gives good advice for answering this question. 

St. Paul said, “Confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and to find 

grace for timely help.”  For sure, God is mercy. 

And timely help is what you need right now.  Not what you think you need next week, 

next month or a year from now.  We pray for timely help in the Our Father when we pray, “Give 

us this day or daily bread” and in the Hail Mary when we pray, “Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us now.” 

What mercy and what grace for timely help do you need?  … How are you being called 

to serve others?  … With confidence and humility, take your needs to the Lord, especially after 

receiving Holy Communion. 

May your prayers include the desire to humbly serve others and draw them closer to 

Christ. 

 


